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AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT — BIGGER PICTURE ADVERTISING — 
PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.54 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended to allow the following motion to be moved — 

That this house calls on the Premier to immediately correct the record concerning his statement 
yesterday about the Auditor General’s report into the Bigger Picture advertising campaign, and 
apologise for misleading the house. 

This is a matter of urgency. It is a matter of urgency when the Premier quotes the Auditor General of 
Western Australia and the quote does not exist. The Premier used a report that the Auditor General compiled into 
government-funded advertising to claim that certain statements were made by the Auditor General, quoted from 
those statements and knew that no such statements exist. The fact that we have had to wait until five to one in the 
afternoon, after an hour of Parliament, and the Premier has not corrected the record, as he should have, by 
coming into this place and making a statement correcting the record, compels us to stand in this place and 
demand that this house be treated with the appropriate respect and that the conventions be followed that the 
Premier correct the record in this place. 

I am seeking an indication from the Leader of the House—we gave him some notice a little while ago of what 
we are up to here—on the time he would be prepared to advise. If he could do it across the chamber, it would be 
very helpful. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: We will give you 15 minutes to make your case. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Fifteen each. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Fifteen each, yes; that is more than adequate. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, that is acceptable to us. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [12.57 pm]: It is wonderful to see such a collaborative 
approach to the example that is being led by the government. I seek to add to the motion. I move — 

To insert after “moved” the following — 

, subject to the debate being limited to 15 minutes for government members and 15 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr N.W. Morton): Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend 
standing orders, it will need the support of an absolute majority for it to proceed. I have satisfied myself that 
there is an absolute majority. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.58 pm]: I move — 
That this house calls on the Premier to immediately correct the record concerning his statement 
yesterday about the Auditor General’s report into the Bigger Picture advertising campaign, and 
apologise for misleading the house. 

The Premier deliberately misled this house in question time yesterday. He knew the question that we were going 
to come into the house and ask. The question was about the Bigger Picture advertising campaign. He knew we 
were going to ask that question and he knew about our statement that the $8.6 million being spent on that 
campaign should be allocated to an anti-methamphetamine campaign. He knew what we were going to do. He 
had documents before him ready for his supposed rebuttal of our arguments. He stood in this house in question 
time yesterday and said the following. I quote the Premier yesterday — 

In the Auditor General’s report of June 2014, and I will just quote, the Auditor General found that all 
campaigns—that is, referring to the Bigger Picture—complied with strict advertising guidelines to 
educate and inform. No campaign was political … 
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That is what the Premier said the Auditor General said, and he quoted the Auditor General as having said that. 
The truth is, Mr Speaker — 
Mr C.J. Barnett: No. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will read out the words to the Premier again. He does not seem to understand his own 
words. He always claims that white is black and black is white. This is clear-cut. The Premier said that he was 
quoting from the Auditor General’s report. The Auditor General’s report of June 2014 is right here with me. 
Here it is. It says no such thing. No such form of words exists in this report. The Premier came in here at 
question time yesterday and misled the house. He knew he was misleading the house, because he knew what was 
coming up. He knew that question was coming because I had done a press conference earlier in the morning in 
which I discussed this matter, and he knew because he had been asked questions outside this place by the press 
yesterday in any event. The Premier came in here and quoted the Auditor General as having said something that 
he did not say—in fact, the Premier misrepresented him in a range of ways that were more than just misquoting 
him. I will tell members the key findings of this report; I will tell members the key findings of the 
Auditor General about the Bigger Picture campaign up until June 2013. The Auditor General said this — 

DPC’s three member Independent Communications Review Committee is made up of senior DPC 
employees as well as the Director of Government Media from the Office of the Premier. In one of the 
five campaigns we reviewed the Director participated in campaign design and development; and then, 
later as part of the ICRC, gave approval for the campaign to proceed. This is a conflict of interest that 
diminishes the independence and credibility of the ICRC. 

In other words, the Premier’s director of communications, Ms Dixie Marshall, was part of the committee that 
approved the advertising and part of the creation of the advertising, and the Auditor General outed the Premier as 
having a huge conflict of interest in these matters. The Auditor General then said this — 

DPC does not know the total amount spent by government on campaign advertising. For the five 
campaigns in our sample, DPC was only aware of about 70 per cent of the cost incurred by agencies. 

When the Premier comes in here and quotes the cost of government advertising, the Auditor General himself 
says that the Premier does not even know the costs, so the Premier makes up figures to justify his Bigger Picture 
advertising campaign. I tell you what, the Bigger Picture advertising campaign is a waste of money, designed to 
assist with the Premier’s re-election. It is totally political. What is more, when the Auditor General did his report, 
he examined the Bigger Picture advertising campaign and other campaigns up until June 2013. Yesterday, I was 
asking about the Bigger Picture campaign up until today, and all sorts of political advertising is out there today 
that was not even examined by the Auditor General. The government falsifies what the Auditor General said and 
makes up quotes from the Auditor General to justify the Bigger Picture campaign, and the Auditor General is 
examining the campaign only up until June 2013, which is nearly two years ago. In the meantime, the 
government is running massive campaigns across Western Australia, wasting taxpayers’ money on a political 
campaign to try to assist with the government’s re-election. That is what this government is doing. 
Yesterday, I stood here to juxtapose how that money could save lives if an appropriate methamphetamine 
campaign was run, and the member for Collie–Preston did the same thing. When he asked a question in this 
place, I might add, members of the government laughed and dismissed him. Considering his personal 
circumstances, it was disgraceful and despicable. 

I will tell members one more thing about the Bigger Picture campaign. The Premier says that it is all totally 
above board; it is all ordinary advertising. I have here a copy of the Liberal Party’s education policy. Do 
members notice the colours—the blue and the yellow? Hansard cannot record this, of course, but do members 
notice the blue and the yellow everywhere on the Liberal Party’s policies? How amazing is that! I have a copy of 
the Bigger Picture education campaign. Do members notice that the blue and the yellow are exactly the same 
colours? Is that just a coincidence? It could be just a coincidence, but I have freedom of information documents 
that came into my possession. I have here an email from the director of corporate communications and marketing 
at the Department of Education, Jane Machin-Everill, dated 24 June 2014, to the director of government media, 
Dixie Marshall, which states — 

Hi Dixie — did you see the brighter yellow one? We were happy with it. 
The response from the government media director, Dixie Marshall, states — 

It is better, however I still don’t think it nails it.  
The yellow is too dirty, I was looking for “sunshine”. 
I really like the blue. 

The response from Jane Machin-Everill states — 
I am sunnily happy … can you send the colours through to Libby, 
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Jane.  
That is, the colours were changed. On the same day, the director of government media, Dixie Marshall, says in 
her email — 

That’s better I reckon! More along the lines of what I was thinking  
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 
Deputy Premier, I call you to order for the first time. I am trying to listen to the Leader of the Opposition in 
silence. I do not want this debate to descend into a free-for-all. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In other words, the director of government media decided upon the colours of this 
campaign, which happened to align with the Liberal Party’s colours in the election campaign. What a 
coincidence! How amazing is that! Yet the Premier has the gall to say that this was a non-political campaign. We 
all know that this is a highly politicised campaign in which the government and the Premier are spending more 
than $8 million of taxpayers’ money in a desperate attempt to get re-elected. The Liberal Party and the 
National Party should spend that money, not the taxpayers of Western Australia, and they should not mislead this 
Parliament about what the Auditor General said, because the Auditor General condemned them for a conflict of 
interest and for not even knowing the value of government advertising. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am speaking, Premier. When the Premier comes in here and talks about the cost of 
various campaigns the government has run, the Auditor General says that the government has no idea of the cost. 
That is what the Auditor General said at page 6 of his report on government-funded advertising, which I quoted 
earlier. I quote the Auditor General; I do not make it up. I have quoted what he said. 
The central point I bring the house back to is this: the highest political office in Western Australia is the 
Premier’s office, and when the Premier stands before the Parliament, he should tell the truth. The convention of 
this place is that members never mislead this house. I can think of no more gross example than the Premier of 
Western Australia standing up and quoting the Auditor General when the Auditor General did not say something. 
I cannot think of a grosser example of misleading this Parliament than what the Premier has done in this regard. 
The Premier should stand up today, correct the record and apologise to this Parliament and to the 
Auditor General for misleading this place about what the Auditor General said, because he did not say what the 
Premier said, and the Premier misled this house to justify his grubby, smelly political campaign. 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [1.09 pm]: The Leader of the Opposition has a point, and I will 
respond to it. However, just a minute ago, in the feigned approach that he takes, the Leader of the Opposition 
said that the Auditor General condemns the Premier. Can he please provide me the quote in which the Auditor 
General condemns the Premier? 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is what the Leader of the Opposition said a minute ago. 
Ms R. Saffioti: He did not say, “I quote”. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: To be fair, can the Leader of the Opposition provide evidence to me in which the 
Auditor General has condemned the Premier? Can he provide that evidence? I will give him a few minutes to 
find it. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: He did not say that. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think he did; he said it twice. 

Mr M. McGowan: Mr Acting Speaker, the Premier is inviting me to respond. Would you like me to respond, if 
he would sit down? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you cannot get to your feet. Leader of the Opposition, you 
cannot be on your feet. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have the call; sit down. 

Mr M. McGowan: You have asked me to respond. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you do not have the call; sit down, please. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition has a couple of minutes left, so the Leader of the Opposition can hand that 
to another member who can read out — 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition has a few minutes. The opposition can then read out the quote from the 
Auditor General that the Leader of the Opposition claims he said, I presume in his report, that he condemns the 
Premier. I am surprised; I meet with the Auditor General quite frequently, and he has never condemned me. So, 
if I am to be condemned, I would at least like to know what he said—if he said anything! But the point I make 
about that, because I do not really — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, the Leader of the Opposition said “condemns the Premier”. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Where is the quote where he condemns anyone—whether it is me, whether it is the 
Deputy Premier, whether it is the whole government? Where is the quote that he condemns us? 

Ms R. Saffioti: He did not say, “I quote”; are you so stupid? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Was it a quote? Or perhaps the Leader of the Opposition made it up on the spot. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Warnbro, 
I call you to order for the first time. Similar to when the Leader of the Opposition was on his feet, I do not want 
this to descend into a free-for-all. The Premier has the call and I want to hear from the Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: So, either me or someone else or the whole government or the Liberal Party is condemned 
by the Auditor General. We will look at Hansard, but the Leader of the Opposition made the claim and he 
cannot substantiate it because — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am getting to that. I am accused of misquoting the Auditor General. 

Mr P. Papalia: You did! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will get to that. I am accused of misquoting the Auditor General. In his effort to make 
that case, incredibly, the Leader of the Opposition claims that the Auditor General has said something that I do 
not believe he ever said. That was the basis of the Leader of the Opposition’s case. It is an extraordinary 
argument to actually defeat his own argument; it is the own goal of politics. 

However, there is an issue here and I acknowledge there is an issue. There is an issue. I was not quoting 
yesterday from the Auditor General’s report; I was — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You said, “The Auditor General found.” 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know what I said, member for Girrawheen. I know what I said, and I am about to attend 
to that. 

So, yes, in Parliament yesterday I was not quoting from the Auditor General’s report, and to be honest I had not 
read it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I had not. I do not read every report that comes out of government.  

I was quoting some notes that I had been provided, but I accept responsibility for everything I do and say in this 
Parliament. I am not arguing that point. I did say along the lines that the Auditor General’s report found that all 
campaigns—that is referring to the Bigger Picture and others, obviously—complied with the strict advertising 
guidelines. Can I quote from the Auditor General’s report? Indeed, I will quote briefly the two paragraphs — 

The Department of the Premier and Cabinet has central agency responsibility for ensuring that 
campaigns are not excessive or extravagant or used for political purposes. It does this using an 
advertising and communications policy and a review committee that assesses each campaign against the 
policy. 

We audited a range of campaigns and found that while they generally complied with the policy, some 
important changes were needed … 

The point was that they generally complied with the policy. That is what the Auditor General said. We are aware 
that the Bigger Picture campaigns are among those that were assessed. But the Auditor General does go on to 
make a qualification. He states — 
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… while they generally complied with the policy, some important changes were needed to make the 
process more patently independent, accountable and transparent. 

Okay, fair enough, that is his comment as an Auditor General. I do not have a problem with that. 

Also, yesterday—it is my fault, and I concede that; I was working from some notes, not from the report itself—I 
made comment to the effect, referring to the Auditor General, that he also found that no campaign was political. 
Now, he did not say that, and I apologise for that. That was incorrect; it was not in the report. But, equally, it was 
not in the report that any of the campaigns were political, which is what the Leader of the Opposition is trying to 
imply. He did not at any stage suggest that any of the campaigns, including Bigger Picture, were political, and 
yet the Leader of the Opposition tried to imply they were. He may think they were—that is his call—but the 
Auditor General did not say they were political. He did not say they were not political, but he did not say they 
were political. The Leader of the Opposition tried to create an impression that the Auditor General had found 
those campaigns to be political—he did not. However, if we want to keep this little entertaining saga going, I 
will give the Leader of the Opposition another opportunity to read out to me, by way of interjection, the quote 
where I or this government was condemned by the Auditor General. Where does he use the word “condemned”? 
Where is the use of the word “condemned”? 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not want to hear from the member for West Swan—she has enough problems! I want 
to hear from the Leader of the Opposition as to where the Auditor General condemns me! Where is the word 
“condemned”? Where is the word? Come on! One, two, three—come on! Is the Leader of the Opposition going 
to get there? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: He is not going to get there because it is not in the report! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: And for the second time. There is going to be a very empty chamber come question 
time if this is how we are going to proceed. The Premier has asked the Leader of the Opposition for some 
clarifying comments by way of interjection. I will afford that opportunity to the Leader of the Opposition. 
Otherwise, I will hear the rest of this debate in silence, and you will not question my judgement while I am on 
my feet, member for Warnbro, or I will call you for a second time. 

Mr M. McGowan: I quote — 
This is a conflict of interest that diminishes the independence and credibility of the ICRC. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not see it like that. 
Mr M. McGowan: That quote is referring to your staff. So what is that? Do you think that — 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Where is the word “condemned”? It is not — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGowan: A conflict of interest? You have a blind spot when it comes to these things. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: He is talking about the panel! He is not talking about me, he is not talking about 
government, he is not talking about my staff—he is talking about the panel! I have never, ever in my 20-odd 
years or more in this Parliament seen someone come in and mount an argument and defeat their argument in 
their own words! An extraordinary performance! Leader of the Opposition, I conceded that I was not quoting 
from the Auditor General’s report. He did not explicitly say that no campaign — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, you are on two calls; member for Fremantle, you are 
starting to get vocal as well. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Auditor General did not say what I said. I said yesterday that he found also that no 
campaign was political. He did not say that, but equally he did not find that a campaign was political. He did not 
find that. The Leader of the Opposition may think that and may argue and debate it, but he did not say that. For 
the Leader of the Opposition to come in today and say that the Auditor General had condemned me or the 
government was just not true—just not true! He is referring to the committee, if anything; he is not referring to 
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me. Does he say, “The Premier should be condemned”, as the Leader of the Opposition claimed? No, he does 
not. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Does he say the words “Dixie Marshall”? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: But the Leader of the Opposition is accusing me! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Finished? Enough from the member for Warnbro, the member for Mandurah and the 
member for Joondalup. Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr J. Norberger interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: And the member for Joondalup for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: What is this about? This government has taken a modern approach to government 
communications, which have been around for a hundred years. We have produced high-quality advertisements 
that draw the attention of the observer or reader of those advertisements to real information, whether it be on 
transport, policing or whatever. They are well done, they are professionally done and they relate also to social 
media. The opposition does not like it being compared with its advertising efforts; its advertising efforts have 
been absolutely pathetic. This is modern advertising, contemporary advertising, professionally done, and done, 
in terms of general government spending, for half the volume in terms of value of spending that Labor did. Half 
the volume! Labor spent $36 million in its last year compared with $18 million in this last year of this 
government. The Leader of the Opposition is simply pathetic! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I am on my feet. Deputy Premier, I am on my feet. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [1.19 pm]: What a performance today from the Premier. He says he has not 
read the report and asks us to find comments because he has not read the report! How does he know anything in 
this report if he has not read it? All he is reading are briefing notes that are obviously very, very wrong. This is 
the key point he made yesterday — 

In the Auditor General’s report of June 2014, and I will just quote, the Auditor General found that all 
campaigns—that is, referring to the Bigger Picture—complied with strict advertising guidelines to 
educate and inform. No campaign was political … 

The Premier pretended to quote from the Auditor General’s report. He misled this place. Today, he went on to 
say the report says that we generally complied with the policy. Yes, it did, but the Premier did not read the next 
sentence, which said — 

However, we identified six breaches of the Policy. 

The Premier gave the impression today that everything was complied with. This report says that there were six 
breaches of the policy. The headline in the report reads — 

DPC was aware of Policy breaches but did not manage these well 

Today, the Premier read the first half of the paragraph—that the policy was generally complied with—but not 
the second half; that there were breaches that this government did not actually deal with. Today, again, the 
Premier tried to mislead the Parliament. The Leader of the Opposition said that this report condemned the 
government. Let us go through the key findings in the report. It identified a conflict of interest—that is pretty 
bad, is it not? I know this government operates on conflict of interest — 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Premier had his chance and he was pathetic. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr N.W. Morton): Premier and members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The report identified a conflict of interest with his chief communications adviser—that is 
pretty bad, is it not? It identified that the Premier’s government did not comply with a policy, six times—that is 
pretty bad, is not it? It says that the government has no idea how much it spends because the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet does not know the total amount spent by government. That is what it says. The Premier 
quoted some bizarre figures today, when the Auditor General’s report—the one that we have read and which the 
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Premier has not read—says we cannot count the expenditure. Yesterday, the Premier said transport projects; go 
to the Bigger Picture and find out about the transport projects. Remember, it was about projects being 
undertaken. I was in a lift in the City of Perth two weeks ago when I saw the Metro Area Express light rail 
advertised in the Bigger Picture. Again, the government has misled this place. As the member for Girrawheen 
said, the Bigger Picture advertising still includes MAX even though it is not happening. That is another key 
failure of this government. 

In respect to the colours—it is important—what these guys are doing is blending National Party with royalties 
for regions advertising, and Liberal Party advertising with the Bigger Picture. It is merging it as one with the 
colour and style. We saw a direct instruction from this government to ensure the colours were exactly the same. 
When the Premier stands and does not even read a report into government advertising, and then tries to blame us, 
he has to be kidding! The Premier got it wrong yesterday. He had the chance to apologise and he did not, and we 
caught him out. He pretended to quote from the Auditor General’s report. He said everything was okay when in 
fact the Auditor General found finding after finding of key mistakes by this government. Yesterday, the Premier 
said we were going broke and laughed about it. Today, he said we have got an Auditor General’s report into 
advertising, and he has not read it. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [1.24 pm]: I will make a 
couple of comments on the back of this debate. Questions were asked by the Leader of the Opposition yesterday 
and there were questions asked by the member for Collie–Preston. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, you have had your opportunity. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: They strived to prosecute the argument that they do not think this is a priority spend and 
that the government money should be spent on something different. That was the tenet of the argument put. 
What came back in response was exactly what should have come back in response; that is, a comparison of what 
we spent with what Labor spent in its last term of government. I will come back to that point in a little while, but 
the argument that was run yesterday was one about cost and funding and where the priorities are for spending. 

I was sitting outside just before the suspension of standing orders was called. I got a call to say that a suspension 
was happening and I thought, “Crikey! What is happening? What has the opposition uncovered? What has it 
found out? What has it captured that will be the issue of the day to merit a suspension of standing orders in this 
chamber to inform the people of Western Australia that something is going wrong in the government of Western 
Australia?” 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition and member for Fremantle, I call you both for the first 
time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: So what is happening? I came in here to find out that the Leader of the Opposition is 
leading the argument that a colour campaign is going on in Western Australia. The suspension has been called 
because of the colours that have been running on a government-endorsed advertising campaign to promote the 
spending in Western Australia on infrastructure, on the regions. I said, “Crikey, I’m really glad I’m here to 
defend — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members for Warnbro and Girrawheen, I call you each for the second time. Member 
for Churchlands, pipe down. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am glad I am here to defend the government’s integrity around the colours of its 
advertising campaign, the lead play from the Leader of the Opposition. What members opposite did not talk 
about is the fact that there has been a consolidated focus on advertising what is happening in this government 
and how we are spending the taxpayers’ resources in Western Australia. It has been a coordinated, contemporary 
and a very smart campaign, which is the bit that probably bothers the opposition. It is based on research. In the 
regional campaign, 86 per cent of regional Western Australians — 

Mr M.P. Murray: A National Party campaign. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is because probably they vote for a National Party member! That is the people in the 
regions. Members opposite have only about four seats in here; they could fit those into a telephone box, member 
for Collie–Preston. 

Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! Member for Churchlands, this is your last chance; I 
will call you. Can the Leader of the National Party direct his comments to the Chair, thank you. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In regional Western Australia, 86 per cent of people want to get more information about 
where the government spends its resources in regional Western Australia, whether it is from royalties for regions 
or consolidated funds. The advertising campaign is a platform to achieve that. I might add that the Bigger Picture 
regions campaign has cost $915 000 on the back of significant investments — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to the first time. Member for Armadale, you 
are on notice. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is the scale of the campaign on the back of the significant investments that this 
government is making in regional Western Australia. 

I want to make a last, closing comparison. The point made yesterday was about the spend, the dollars and the 
priorities, and today it is about colours. The opposition is claiming it is political. Let us look at what happened in 
2007–08 when the opposition was in government and hit its peak spending in advertising. In its last year, in 
2007–08, it spent $36 million in advertising. We spent $18 million in our last — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. The Leader of the 
Nationals is directing his comments to the Chair. He is not calling for interjections. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Those numbers are one thing, and clearly they are in stark contrast. However, I make the 
point that if we look at a graph of expenditure leading up to that point, it ramps up beautifully and peaks at 
$36 million in spending in that particular year. What is significant about 2007–08? The spend is peaking 
beautifully in the lead-up to the election. We know what happened in that election; it was called early and that 
was a bloody great disaster for the opposition. Opposition members cannot stand here today and say anything is 
political — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you for the second time. Leader of the Opposition, 
my notice is well placed. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Members opposite cannot stand in this place and make an argument about the priority of 
dollars spent yesterday and about the colours of the campaign today. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you for the second time, and if you do not desist, I 
will call you for the third time—I am on my feet! Member for Warnbro, I call you for the third time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I think the points have been made. Members opposite can hardly stand on the high ground 
on this matter. We know the history. If they are going to come in here and lead with colours, they deserve to be 
condemned. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr N.W. Morton) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 
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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr John Day; Mr Colin Barnett; Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Terry Redman 

Ayes (17) 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr J.R. Quigley Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Mr C.J. Tallentire  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley  

Noes (32) 
Mr P. Abetz Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr F.A. Alban Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.M. Britza Dr K.D. Hames Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms L. Mettam Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.D. Hatton Mr P.T. Miles Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr T.K. Waldron 
Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr N.W. Morton Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

 Ms L.L. Baker Mr J.M. Francis 
 Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms M.J. Davies 
 Mr P.B. Watson Mr G.M. Castrilli 
 

Question thus negatived. 
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